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TALK LEADER INSTRUCTIONS  
This is background information 
ONLY. Be sure to customize  
your talk to your operation  
and facilities.

✔ �Print copies of this sheet for 
yourself and each of the workers. 

✔ �Lead a discussion with your 
workers about the materials  
on this sheet at a location that  
is appropriate to the topic.  
Be sure to give real life examples 
whenever possible. Ask your 
workers for their experiences.

✔ Be open to questions. 

✔ �Conclude with a brief review of 
the main points or a summary 
based on the discussion. 

✔ �Fill in your operation name, 
location and the date on your 
sheet. Have each worker sign 
your sheet to confirm their 
attendance. 

✔ �File your sheet in your worker 
training records to document 
the training experience.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

PRODUCER TOOLS

TOOLBOX TALKS

KEY POINTS
WE HAVE INTEGRATED SAFETY STANDARD OPERATING PRACTICES FOR  
HANDLING GRAIN ON OUR FARM. If you don’t remember them, review them— 
you can find them:

_________________________________________________________________

INSPECT THE AREA AROUND  
THE GRAIN BINS
Make sure that the area around the grain 
bin is clear of any garbage or clutter. 
These items can make loading and 
unloading grain more difficult. Debris 
also poses fire and tripping hazards. 
Spilled grain attracts insects and rodents. 
If there is grain spilled on the ground, 
clean it up and dispose of it. The area 
around the bin should be mowed. 

CHECK MECHANICAL AREAS 
(AERATION SYSTEMS)
Inspect any wiring or other components 
for fraying, corrosion or cracks. Make 
sure all connections are secure. Make 
sure to check for signs of rodents. If 
there are signs of an infestation, clean 
up the area and repair any damage. 
(NOTE: Wear the proper personal 
protective equipment when cleaning 
up rodent droppings or urine.) All fans, 
heaters, transitions and ducts should be 
checked for corrosion and other damage. 

WORK ACTIVITY

■ �Preparing grain bins for harvest should be done to maintain the quality of grain 
and to make sure the areas around bins are ready for the busy season ahead.  
It is also a good time to inspect any mechanical components and clean up 
around the bin. Simple maintenance and safety rules will make sure we don’t 
experience any difficulties in the season ahead.

BACKGROUND

■ �A key reason why people become entrapped in grain is because grain stored 
in bins is spoiled. Making sure that the bins are ready to be loaded with newly 
harvested grain reduces the risk of spoilage. If the grain is in good condition, 
people don’t have to enter the bin, reducing the risk of entrapment. 

PREPARING GRAIN BINS  
FOR HARVEST
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CanadaFarmSafe
SécuriFermeCanada

This Producer Tool was developed by the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association (CASA). Conducting regular Toolbox Talks, or safety 
meetings, with farm workers is one component of establishing a comprehensive farm safety plan as outlined in the Canada FarmSafe 
Plan, CASA’s business-risk management tool for health and safety on the farm. To download the core Canada FarmSafe Plan, visit casa-
acsa.ca/CanadaFarmSafePlan, or contact CASA to learn more at 1-877-452-2272.
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COMMENTS / SUGGESTIONS 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Operation Name_ _______________________________

Location_______________________________________

Meeting Leader_ ________________________________

Date__________________________________________

TOOLBOX TALK PARTICIPANTS 

Print name____________________________________

Signature_____________________________________

Print name____________________________________

Signature_____________________________________

Print name____________________________________

Signature_____________________________________

Print name____________________________________

Signature_____________________________________

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES / 
CONTACTS
In case of incident or injury,  
call 911 or your local emergency 
services, then me or your 
supervisor. 

*CAUTION
Entering a bin is a two person 
task. A trained watch person with 
a means of communication (like 
a two-way radio or cell phone) 
needs to be present outside the bin 
and have constant visual or voice 
contact with the person inside the 
bin at all times. 

Always be sure to assess the need 
for personal protective equipment 
before undertaking any work.

Remove any dust or dirt that may 
reduce operating efficiency.

PREPARING TO CLEAN INSIDE  
THE BIN*
Make sure that you have proper 
equipment and personal protective 
equipment in place before you begin. 
That could include brooms, buckets, 
shovels, masks, goggles, etc.  
Make sure to ventilate the bin by 
opening the door and the roof hatch.  
If the bin is equipped with a bin 
sweep or other motorized moving 
components, locate and lock out the 
controls. Ensure that you are wearing 
a safety harness and lifeline, eye 
and respiratory personal protective 
equipment before entering the bin.

CLEANING THE BIN
Using proper equipment, sweep  
and remove the grain from the bin. 
Make sure to use proper sweeping 
and lifting techniques. Take breaks to 
stretch, and to drink water. 

FINISHING UP
Dispose of any spoiled grain.  
Remove lock out. Return any tools  
and personal protective equipment  
to their proper place.

WHAT ARE SOME OTHER PRECAUTIONS 
WE HAVE TO TAKE ON OUR FARM WHILE 
CLEANING BINS?

1.______________________________

2.______________________________

3.______________________________


